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[explain your reasoning]

[describe the topic from your viewpoint. Be an
3. A qguestion/concern | have from this viewpoint is...

| am thinking of [nhame the event/issue] from the point of
actor—take on the character of your viewpoint].

these in a circle with the issue or event at the center. Choose

one of these perspectives to explore further, using the
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What can this person or thing see, observe, or notice?
What might the person or thing know, understand,

hold true, or believe?
What might the person or thing care deeply about?

What might the person or thing wonder albout or

Place yourself within the event or situation to see things
question?

connected to the event or situation you are examining.
from this point of view. Some guestions to consider:

Think about a person or an object that is a part of or
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explored. A claim is an explanation or interpretation of some

aspect of what is being examined.
fully explained? What further ideas or issues does your claim

‘|dentify SUPPOIT for your claim. What things do you see,
‘Raise a question related to your claim. What may make
you doubt the claim? What seems left hanging? What isn’t
raise”?

‘Make a Claim about the topic, issue, or idea being
feel, or know that lend evidence to your claim?



PPOf-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w
BT - tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w
Pr-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w

—~
c

tug

—~
c

o-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w
ug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-w

- tug ug-of-w
\r- x-of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w

—~
C

—~+ &+ &+ & & & ~+
e

ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w
ar- of-w

of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w
of-w

)
I

g =
S 8

tu}
tug

war-
tug-G -war-
tug-of- -war-
tug-of-wc Df-war-
tug-of-war- t0% B-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war-
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- of-w
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- of-w
tug-of-war- tug-of-war- tug-of-war- of-w

represent a tug-of-war rope. Working with a dilemma that
can be considered from multiple perspectives or stances:

Place a line across the middle of your desk or table to

‘Determine the strength of each tug and place it on your tug-of-war
rope, placing the strongest tugs at the farthest ends of the rope
Capture any “What if...?” questions that arise in the process. Write
these on sticky notes and place them above the tug-of-war rope.

Generate as many “tugs”, or reasons that “pull you toward,” that
and the weaker tugs more toward the center.

‘/dentify and frame the two opposing sides of the dilemma you ar
exploring. Use these to label each end of your tug-of-war rope.

IS, support each side of the dilemma as you can. Write these on
iIndividual sticky notes.
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collective choices of words, phrases, and sentences, reflect on the

sharing your words, then phrases, then sentences. Explain why
conversation by identifying:

AS a group, discuss and record your choices. Begin by each
you made the selections you did. Looking at your group’s

Phrase that moved, engaged, or provoked you
\WWord that captures your attention or struck you as powerful
\\Vhat implications or predictions can be drawn?

«Sentence that was meaningful to you
core idea of the text
‘\\Vhat themes emerge”?

\Were there a
=
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evaluation of this idea or proposition? What suggestions do you have at this

opinion on the idea or proposition? What should your next step be in your
point?

N=Needs. wnat else do you need to know or find out about this idea or
S=Stance, Steps, or Suggestions. What is your current stance or

W =Worries. what do you find worrisome about this idea or proposition?
proposition?

E=EXxcitements. what excites you about this idea or proposition? What's
What's the downside?

the upside”?
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THE EXPLANATION GAME

Taking a close look at the object you are

trying to understand:
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‘Generate alternatives. what else could it be? And what

*Give reasons. What makes you say that? Or why do you think
Mmakes you say that?

‘Explain it. what could it be? What role or function might it
it happened that way?

‘Name It. Name a feature or aspect of the object that you
serve? Why might it be there?

notice.



